












EDITORS: 
July 1954 


ixenewed Contact with Russian iaptists 


The most important development within 
our Baptist fellowship in recent years is the 
renewal of contact between our Russian co— 
believers and Baptist leaders from the West. 
Isolation breeds misunderstanding and even 
suspicion. Contact nourishes a sense of 
fellowship. 


From many sources word concerning the 
vital work of Russian Baptists has reached 
us from time to time, without clearing away 
certain doubts. The reports of three Baptist 
world leaders will reassure many of us as to 
the actual existence of genuine Baptist work 
in important parts of Russia. 


The people of Russia have never pos— 
sessed complete freedom, under the Czars 
or under the Soviets. Their concept of free— 
dom is necessarily different from ours. The 
President of the Alliance writes: ‘‘I do not 
think the term ‘religious liberty’ in the 
Soviet Union is interpreted in the broad way 
to which we are accustomed in the West; but 
fom our observation we were left in no 
doubt that Russia allows a freedom of wor— 
ship in buildings designated for that pur— 
pose,’’ ; 


—_-—— “z--- 


To leaders of every Convention and 
Union we would say: Do not forget that the 
Alliance celebrates its fiftieth anniversary 
next year. Baptist World Alliance Sunday. 
February 6, ought to mean something special 
in 1955. Many churches make a special 
offering for the work of the Alliance on that 
day each year. With expenses increased for 
the coming year, more churches’ should 
cooperate in this way. 


A. T.O. 
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BWA Leaders Visit Russia 


President F. Townley Lord, Associate 
Secretary Walter O. Lewis, and the general 
secretary of British Baptists Ernest A. 
Payne, visited Russia June 17—30 at the 
invitation of the All Soviet Council of 
Evangelical Christian Baptists, according to 
The Baptist Times for July 8. 

The visitors attended the sessions of 
the Council, then meeting in Moscow, and 
met Baptist leaders from all parts of the 
U.S.S.R. Some 5,000 churches and over 
512,000 baptized believers were reported. 
Since 1917 the number is said to have in— 
creased fivefold. ‘‘The Soviet Union now 
has thelargest European Baptist community,’’ 
the visitors announced. 

After four days in Moscow the three men, 
accompanied by three Russian Baptists and 
an official interpreter, visited the Ukraine 
for six days. They traveled by air, rail 
and road to five major cities with strong 
Baptist communities. 

‘‘Our Russian brethren assured us that 
there is now complete freedom of worship in 
the Soviet territories and that all religious 
communities enjoy equal rights and oppor— 
tunities,’’ they said. ‘‘Our brethren in the 
Soviet Union cherish their membership of the 
Baptist World Alliance. When Brother (J.I.) 
Zhidkov met us at the Moscow airport, he 
was wearing a BWA badge. Brother (A.V.) 
Karev, the able and energetic secretary, told 
us that it is hoped to send delegates to the 
Jubilee Congress.’’ 
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Thanks to Correspondents 


We are grateful for the response to our 
request for Baptist news. This is the last 
issue of THE BAPTIST WORLD until Octo— 
ber. 





Asia 


Youth Secretary to Tour Orient 

Joel Sorenson, BWA Youth Secretary, who 
spent the first six months of this year in 
the United States, plans to take off from 
Stockholm October 14 for the Far East. His 
tentative schedule is as follows: 


Serampore College, India, October 16—18 
Hong Kong, October 20—22 


Japan, October 23 — November 10 

Korea, November 11—16 

Formosa, November 18—21 

The Philippines, November 22—December 5 
Thailand, December 7—8 

Burma December 10—15 

Return to Sweden December 17. 


Europe 
Austria 

The Baptist Union of Austria is spon— 
sored by the North American Baptist General 
Missionary Society, Inc., with headquarters 
at Forest Park, Ill. — and not by the Ameri— 
can Baptist Foreign Mission Society as 
reported by mistake in our maiden issue, 
January, 1954. Apologies to both societies 
and the Chicago Baptist News (which re— 
printed our error), and thanks to Secretary 
Richard Schilke and to Dr. Edwin A. Bell, 
for their letters of correction. 

England 

The Greater London Crusade came to a 
close May 22 with a total attendance at 
Harringay Arena of 1,336,500 and 28,209 
recorded decisions for Christ. Billy Graham 
addressed 2,400 preachers in Westminster 
Central Hall, and later the Baptist ministers 
of London. At Cambridge he preached to a 
student congregation of 3,500, about half the 
student body. 

After huge rallies in Stockholm and 
Copenhagen, Berlin and Dusseldorf, the 
evangelistic team returned to the United 
States July 7. Dr. 
breakfast meeting of 120 members of the 
House and Senate, and conferred with Vice— 
President Nixon. He called on President 
Eisenhower at the White House to give him 
a report of his five—month preaching mission 
to Great Britain and Western Europe. 

After a month’s rest at his Montreat, N.C. 


Graham addressed a 


home, the evangelist leads a crusade jp 
Nashville, Tenn., in August and New Orleans 
in October. 


italy 
New iegal rulings have opened the way 


for a growth of evangelical churches in Italy, 
according to Dr. Giacomo Rosapepe, the 
lawyer who has represented Italian Protes— 
tants in several legal tests. He declared 
that the principle of religious freedom is 
being established in Italy. 

Religious freedom was guaranteed by the 
Italian constitution of 1848 but was de- 
stroyed by Mussolini in 1929. 

Local police authorities in several parts 
of Italy require Baptist pastors to submit 
detailed information on the size of their 
congregations and the extent of their re- 
ligious activities, according to the statement 
of one Baptist official in Rome in filing a 
protest. ‘‘The atmosphere of vigilance and 
discrimination against religious minorities 
created by this survey’’ he declared to be} 
contrary to Article XX of the Italian Con- 
stitution. The executive secretary of the 
Italian Baptist Convention made the protest. 
Norway 

The northernmost Baptist church in the 
world will soon be rebuilt by Norwegian 
Baptists. It is at Honningsvag, a fishing 
village at the 71st Latitude north. A home 
for fishermen and sailors is maintained in 
connection with the church. 

Norwegian Baptists sponsor a_ mission} 
boat north of the Arctic circle, providing 4 
chapel for a religious service when it docks 
at villages which have no church. 

Norway has 7,422 Baptists. They support 
23 missionaries in the Belgian Congo, in the 
Uele district, which now has 7,169 Baptists. 
Hans Asak Kristiansen of Oslo is corres- 
pondent for THE BAPTIST WORLD. 
Portugal 

In this Western country of Europe, 4 
nation born in 1139 and until today dom- 
inated by the Catholic hierarchy, Baptists 
have shown significant gains in 20 years. 
Membership of the 23 churches totals 1,250, 
with 19 ministers and 23 seminary students. 
Portuguese Baptists have two mission fields 
in Africa: Angola and Mozambique. 

The Baptist Association of Evangelism 





has lately been named heir of Manuel Antunes 
parreira, an 80—year—old Baptist layman, 
and his wife. Pastor Antonio dos Santos 
Martins as leader of the national group will 
be responsible for administering this bequest, 
which will probably amount to $70,000. 


Dr. Manuel Cerqueira of Porto is one of 
THE BAPTIST WORLD’S correspondents. 


Latin America 
Argentina 


Behind the news of last issue that the 
Baptists are on the air again in Argentina is 
this story: A delegation of fourteen members 
of the Baptist Convention Committee called 
on President—General Juan Peron April 8. 
They stated the main beliefs and principles 
of Baptists, especially those on religious 
liberty, and mentioned certain restrictions 
to freedom of worship in the country. The 
interview was entirely cordial, the Baptists 
reported. 

On April 10 the evangelical Christian 
message was broadcast for the first time in 
five years. President Peron had promised to 
take interest in other problems mentioned in 
the conference, according to Dr. Santiago 
Canclini of Buenos Aires, correspondent for 
THE BAPTIST WORLD, who led the dele— 
gation. 


Colombia 


The five Protestant schools on San 
Andres and Providence Islands, closed by 
order of the local inspector, will soon be 
reopened by order of President Gustavo 
Rojas Pinilla of Colombia. A delegation of 
islanders visited him, asking that the action 
be revoked. 

They stated that the schools serve 600 
children who have no other means of edu— 
cation; that these territories of Colombia 
have been Protestant for generations; that 
literacy is 100 per cent, compared to the 
mainland average of 56 per cent; and that the 
6,000 black—skinned, English—speaking 
inhabitants of these islands are 80 per cent 
Baptist, 15 per cent Seventh—Day Adventist, 
and 5 per cent Roman Catholic, and cannot 
therefore be rightfully claimed by the state 
church as its ‘‘mission tefritory.’’ 


North America 


Canada 

Chief John Bear of the Montana Indian 
Reservation, Hobbema, Alberta, who became 
a counselor of his tribe at 45, and chief 
three years later, was presented with the 
Silver Coronation Medal from her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth II, in December. 

When asked for his comments on the 
honor, the Baptist layman said: ‘‘I only did 
a job which had been entrusted to me by my 
people, and only did it as unto God... 
I give God the honor now for this, and may 
no one think I did it for myself.’’ 

In prayer meeting he said, ‘‘We, the 
the Indian people, have much for which to 
thank the missionaries and teachers who 
came to our reservation to tell us about 
Jesus.... I will hold tu the Jesus’ Way as 
long as [I live.”’ 

Baptist General Conference of America 

The first hospital to be built by Swedish 
American Baptists in their century of or— 
ganized life was officially opened to service 
in Assam June 18. The hospital building, 
three bungalows for the staff, nurses’ home, 
kitchen and other b:.ildings represent a 
mission investment of $100,000, all debt— 
free. Located at Tezpur, this project is 
the climax of an effort to witness in a two— 
room clinic with three station dispensaries. 
National Baptist Convention. U.S.A., Inc. 

The National Sunday School and Baptist 
Training Union Congress held its 49th annual 
session in Birmingham, Ala., in June with 
Dr. W.H. Jernigan of Washington as president 
and 6,000 delegates registered. This Con— 
vention, representing 4,800,000 Negro Bap— 
tists in America, will hold its general meet— 
ing in St. Louis, Mo., September 7—12. 


Southern Baptist Convention 

By overwhelming vote, the 10,000 mes— 
sengers to the annual session in June en— 
dorsed the U.S. Supreme Court decision 
against segregation in the public schools. 

The high court’s decision was re— 
cognized in the resolution as being ‘‘in 
harmony with the Constitutional guarantee of 
equal freedom to all citizens and with the 
Christian principles of equal justice and 
love for all men.”’ 














Export license requirements for gifts to re— 
ligious and charitable organizations abroad 
have been eased by the Department of 
Commerce, U.S.A. Only one parcel a week 
may be sent by any one donor to any single 
consignee, valued up to $50, and must be 
labeled ‘‘Gift -- Export License Not Re— 
quired.’’ 


“‘Christmas in July’’ is being observed the 
25th by Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, 
D.C., with decorations, music, and sermon 
appropriate to the season, and an offering 
for gift books to be sent to the Baptist 
missionaries and their children in the 
Tekyo—Yokohama area of Japan at Christmas. 


Simultaneous revivals for the fifth succes— 
sive year in Recife, North Brazil, will be 
conducted by the Baptists in September, 
with open air services in a city square and 
preaching by a converted priest. 


One out of every 410 members of Australian 
Baptist churches is a foreign missionary 
in India, Pakistan, or New Guinea. Today 
Australia has 499 Baptist churches. 


Korean Baptist Seminary opened April 8 at 
Taejon with 140 students and 12 faculty 
members. President is Missionary John A. 
Abernethy, Southern Baptist, U.S.A. The 
dean is Dr. John E. Choe, who studied at 
Princeton Seminary, and who became a 
Baptist two years ago. 


Southern Cross Radio Station, founded and 
operated by Canadian Baptists in La Paz, 
Bolivia, reaches 125,000 people a day in 
Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, 
Paraquay, and Uruquay, in seven hours of 
broadcasting on week days, six hours on 
Sundays. 


Pennies exposed to atomic radiation at 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., were given to 12,000 
attending the Southern Baptist Convention, 
St. Louis, Mo., June 3, to suggest a chain 
reaction of spiritual power in evangelistic 
revivais next fall. 


Rev. W.M.P. Jayatunga of Ceylon, for many 
years principal of Carey College, Colombo, 
and a member of the BWA executive com— 
mittee since 1947, will attend the Golden 








Jubilee Congress, accompanied by Mrs, 


Jay atunga. 






Baptist Press of China lists in its curren; 
catalog several reprints of Chinese publi- } 
cations now on sale at any Christian book_ 
store in HongKong or Kowloon, and ip 
Baptist bookstores in Macao, Taipei, Penang, 
and Bangkok. 


From London to London is the title of a | 
study book by Blanche Sydnor White, pub- 
lished ‘‘to prepare our minds and hearts for 
the Baptist world congress in July, 1955” 
available from the Virginia Baptist W.M.U, 
office, Box 625, Richmond, Va. ($1 paper 
binding, $1.75 cloth) } 









Dr. W.O. Carver, professor emeritus of | 
Southern Baptist Thec gical Seminary, | 
Louisville, Ky., died May 20 at 86. He! 


joined the seminary faculty when he gradu-| 
ated in 1896. He founded the department of 
Comparative Religions and Missions in 1899, 
the first such department in the history of 
theological education in America. 


A Jewish trust fund has given a scholarship 
for seminary training to Carrol B. Freeman of 
Memphis, Tenn., the director of youth work of 
a Baptist church. He will soon enter Southern | 


Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


The Government of Nepal has opened its 

doors to a Christian medical project, but only 

on condition that the institution founded be | 
turned over to Nepal in five years. The Inter- 

national Missionary Council is assisting the ! 
National Christian Council of India. 

The full support of a foreign missionary has | 
been assumed by a Baptist college student | 
body. The school is Howard College, Bir 
mingham, Ala., and the missionary is a} 
alumnus, now on duty in Macao. 

Big league baseball games are now being} 
broadcast from Louisville, Ky., under the! 
auspices of a church group rather than a} 
brewery. The Long Run Baptist Association | 
composed of 120 churches and missions hs 
underwritten the cost. 

Danish—American Baptist missionaries il! 
French Equatorial Africa report that the) 
annual conference brought some people 01; 
foot for 80 miles. The 2% tons of elephant 
meat attracted some; the hope of relief from; 
physical pain attracted others; but many) 
represented the 1,300 people of the area who} 
are hungry for God. 
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